UK Company Formation from Dubai – 2025 Starter Checklist
Your quick-reference guide to setting up a UK company remotely from the UAE

PREPARATION
· Decide on company type (Ltd or LLP)
· Choose a unique company name (check on Companies House)
· Confirm shareholder(s) and director(s) – can be UAE-based
· Appoint a UK-based registered office (virtual address acceptable)
· Collect required documents:
· Clear passport copy
· UAE proof of address (utility bill or tenancy agreement)

INCORPORATION
· Submit company application via approved formation agent
· Receive Certificate of Incorporation and company number (typically within 1–3 working days)
· Register for Corporation Tax (usually within 3 months of trading)

BANKING & FINANCIALS
· Open a UK business bank account (traditional or fintech)
· Set up accounting software (e.g. Xero, FreeAgent, QuickBooks)
· Appoint an accountant familiar with UAE-UK cross-border tax

COMPLIANCE
· File confirmation statement annually
· Submit annual accounts and Corporation Tax return
· Register for VAT if annual turnover exceeds £85,000
· Maintain a PSC (Person with Significant Control) register
· Renew your registered office address yearly

BONUS: USEFUL CONTACTS
· LFL Dubai – www.lfl-group.ae
· LF Legal UK – www.lflegal.uk
· Companies House – www.gov.uk/limited-company-formation
· HMRC – www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs
